
xx.2018_What’s On_93
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Lakeside 
Lausanne 

Explore a light festival, visit hip hangout Le Flon, or 
bathe in Lake Geneva – the French-Swiss town of 

Lausanne is Switzerland’s best-kept secret 
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 EXPERIENCE 
SPORTING 
HISTORY
Home to the International 
Olympic Committee, Lausanne 
proclaims itself the ‘Olympic 
capital’, and for good reason. 
Musée Olympique is Lausanne’s 
most lavish museum and an 
essential stop for sports fans. 
State-of-the-art installations 
recount the Olympic story from 
its inception to the present 
day through video, interactive 
displays, memorabilia and 
temporary themed exhibitions. 
Head to the lovely café with 
champion lake views from the 
terrace.

qq olympic.org

from across Europe in a public 
display of light installations, 
projections, sculptures and 
productions. The results are 
absolutely stunning, turning an 
evening walk around the city 
into a special winter fairy-tale.

qq festivallausannelumieres.ch

 LIGHT UP THE 
TOWN
For six weeks each year in 
winter, the centre of Lausanne 
explodes with colour and 
light. The Festival Of Lights 
celebration brings together 
the work of a handful of artists 

TO DO LIST

 TAKE A 
LAKESIDE STROLL 
TO OUCHY
Warm up with a run or cycle 
around Lausanne’s lakeside 
promenade at Ouchy. If the 
weather permits, swim at the 
Piscine de Bellerive or head in 
the opposite direction towards 
Plage de Pully. Watching the 
sun come up over the Alps 
while bathing in Lake Geneva 
is one of those once-in-a-
lifetime experiences.

qq lausanne.ch/bellerive

 EXPLORE HIP 
NEIGHBOURHOOD  
LE FLON
Years ago, the Flon area used 
to be a little bit dangerous. 
Now it has been completely 
renovated. Old storage 
warehouses have been 
transformed into hip offices, 
and smart restaurants, bars 
and even cinemas. If you’re 
young and you want to see the 
life of Lausanne, it’s the Flon. 
One of the most popular spots 
is Mad; this former five-storey 
warehouse is now four packed 
dance floors and a restaurant. 
It’s technically a members’ 
club, but members can bring 
guests and the door policy is 
pretty flexible. 

qq flon.ch

TRAVEL // LAUSANNE

Olympic Museum

Winter in Lausanne

DON’T LEAVE LAUSANNE WITHOUT TRYING…
01

LOCAL CUISINE
Located in a 1908 building, graced 
with an eight-metre ceiling and a 
breath-taking view of the Geneva Lake, 
Brasserie de Montbenon is the place 
to try local cuisine. The menu changes 
regularly depending on what’s in season 
– and the mood of the chef. 

qq brasseriedemontbenon.ch

02

CHOCOLATE
Lausanne has plenty of boutiques selling 
Swiss chocolate, but for some proper 
artisan slabs, head for family-run shop 
Blondel. The cute shop on the hill at Rue 
de Bourg 5, where it’s been for more than 
a century, is known to be one of the finest 
Swiss chocolate makers in the world.

qq blondel.ch

03

CHEESE
If you’re looking to sample the best 
cheese this country has to offer, historic 
pub La Pinte Besson is one of the most 
atmospheric places to have a fondue on 
a winter’s evening. Order the moitié-
moitié one, which is half gruyère, half 
vacherin – it’s a Swiss favourite. 

qq pinte-besson.com

TAKE A 
TRIP OUT 
OF TOWN

Switzerland’s best- 
kept secret is its 

grapes. Oenophiles 
should take a little 

detour east of 
Lausanne to the 

terraced vineyards 
of Lavaux region, a 

Unesco World Heritage 
site since 2007. The 
best way to scale the 
14km of steep slopes 

is with the Lavaux 
Express, an adorable 
little train that loops 
around the unique 
landscape, offering 

stunning views of the 
lake framed by the 

Swiss and French Alps.
 q lavaux.com

WHERE  
TO STAY

Beau-Rivage Palace, 
Lausanne

On the lakeside, across 
from where paddleboats are 

moored and swans group 
closely together, the Beau-
Rivage Palace graces the 

banks and palace lawns. The 
rooms are subtle in design, 

elevating the stunning views 
over the lake and the gardens. 

The photos on the walls of 
the refurbished bar reminds 
visitors of the many royals, 

celebrities and famous people 
who have laid their heads on 

the lush Palace pillows. 
qqq brp.ch

GET ME  
THERE

Emirates flies direct to 
Geneva airport twice a day. 
Lausanne is a 40-minute 

train ride along the lake from 
Geneva airport.

qqq emirates.com;qgva.ch

Le Flon
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http://www.lausanne.ch/bellerive

